
I  would just g rab you,  I  would g rab you and I ’d k iss you :  I  would phone ever yone I  k now :  I  would hide under t he t able  :  I  would 
jump :  I  wouldn’t  look back :  I ’d say You go,  Don’t  wor r y about me,  I ’ l l  be f ine :  I  would l ie back and t hink of  England :  I  would 
lock t he door and hide,  I ’d bloody wel l  hide :  I  would close my eyes and pretend to be dead :  I  would close my eyes and pretend 
to be asleep  :  I  would sing a song ,  no I ’d hum a song ,  hmmmmmm : I ’d shut t he cur t ains,  t ake of f  a l l  my clot hes and jump up and 
dow n on t he sofas :  I ’d shut t he cur t ains,  t ake of f  a l l  my clot hes and dance around l ike a fool  :  I  would r un as fast  as I  can  :  I 
would l ie dow n and be a dead l ion :  I ’d pretend you were f unny :  I  would laugh at your jokes :  I  would laugh l ike a mad woman : 
I  would pretend I  was in love w it h you  :  I  would get dow n and crawl,  commando st yle :  I ’d t ake of f  a l l  my clot hes :  I  would w r ite 
a song about you  :  I ’d cut my hair and dye it  blonde and hide in var ious motel  rooms   :  I  would change my job  :  I  would l ive a 
l i fe of  cr ime  :  I  would r un for t he hi l ls   :  I  would have a word w it h myself  :  I ’d lock myself  in t he toi let  :  I  would pretend I  didn’t 
see any t hing :  I  would dress up as a clow n :  I  would seduce you :  I  would sleep w it h t he enemy  :  I  would feig n injur y  
:  I  would spike your dr ink w it h sleeping t ablet s  :  I ’d pretend I  didn’t  see you  :  I  would cross t he road :  I  would look 
back in disbel ief   :  I  would wonder where it  a l l  went w rong  :  I ’d get you where it  hur t s  :  I  would t ake it  head on  : 
I  would pretend I  couldn’t  hear  :  I  would pretend I  couldn’t  underst and :  I  would g ive you a l l  my money and 
beg for f reedom  :  I  would t ake t he blame  :  I  would l ie,  f lat  out l ie ,  blame it  on you,  blame 
it  on anyone  :  I  would get on a plane to Barbados  :  I ’d say,  I ’ l l  do any t hing ,  any t hing at  a l l 
:  I ’d say,  don’t  har m t he k ids,  not t he k ids :  I  would say t ake me :  I ’d say t ake her :  I  would 
scream, wel l  I  can’t  scream so I ’d go whoop whoop whoop  :  I  would shout somet hing , 
any t hing ,  raaaaaaaaaaaa :  I  would look you in t he eye  :  I  would f l ir t  out rageously  :  I 
would nod :  I  would say not hing  :  I would t hink to myself   :  I  would bore you to deat h  : 
I  would be l ike,  what ,  sor r y,  I  didn’t  see you t here  :  I  would be l ike,  W hat ,  Me? W hat? Huh? :  I 
would say,  t hat ’s  not me,  I  don’t  do t hat :  I would scream unt i l  I  wept and I ’d weep unt i l  I  was 
sick  :  I ’d shout ,  it  wasn’t  me,  god damn it ,  it wasn’t  me :  I ’d hold my breat h  :  I  would st and on 
t he toi let  seat and hold my breat h :  I  would be sor r y  :  I  would say,  no t ake your t ime  :  I  would be,  Get 
t he f uck out of  my way,  W hat t he f uck are you doing? Hel lo!  :  I  would look for a good t ime to leave  :  I 
would make my ex it   :  I ’d keep myself  busy  :  I would look l ike I  was deep in t hought   :  I  would tel l  you 
a stor y  :  I  would make you love me  :  I  would be a loof  :  I  would t ake a deep breat h  :  I  would t ake t he 
wheel  :  I ’d l ie dow n on t he f loor of  t he car w it h a blanket over me  :  I  would t hink ,  not me,  not now  :  I ’d 
imag ine you naked  :  I  would sing a song t hat w il l get on your ner ves  :  I  would shout Get Dow n, I  said Get 
Dow n  :  I  would say,  W ho do you t hink you are ?  :  I  would ac t when you were least ex pec t ing it   :  I ’d save t he day  :  I  would get 
a g r ip  :  I  would make you l isten  :  I  would go for a walk  :  I  would slam t he door  :  I  would l ie low  :  I  would l isten to t he radio  
:  I  would go out t he back door  :  I  would bui ld a shelter  :  I  would slap you across t he face and tel l  you to ‘get a g r ip man’  :  I ’d 
w r ite a (to do) l ist   :  I  would make myself  g iant and roar and snarl  unt i l  you ran away  :  I  would mark my ter r itor y w it h ur ine  
:  I  would col lec t rain water  :  I ’d hope for t he best  :  I  would keep my enemies close 
to me  :  I  would go undercover :  I  would t ravel  at  night  :  I  would change my name  : 
I  would t ake on a new ident it y  :  I  would bui ld an ar my  :  I  would steal  your g un  :  I 
would get t he g uy  :  I  would get t he g irl   :  I  would keep you enter t ained w it h my 
br i l l iant jokes and impressions  :  I  would pretend l ike ever y t hing was nor mal :  I 
would go a long w it h it  :  I  would wait  for my moment  :  I  would pretend I  didn’t  k now 
what was going on  :  I ’d get you dr unk  :  I ’d black mail  you  :  I  would t a lk to a vol leybal l 
:  I  would l ight a f ire and keep it  bur ning at  a l l  t imes :  I  would keep ca lm  :  I  would 
keep dr y  :  I  would store water and non-per ishable food  :  I ’d bui ld a boat  :  I  would 
col lec t stones and spel l  out t he word HELP in g iant let ters  :  I  would disappear  :  I 
would use my womanly char ms :  I  would count t he days  :  I  would make a plan :  I 
would dig a hole in t he wal l  and cover it  up w it h a poster,  at  night fa l l  I  would make 
a r un for it   :  I  would set a t rap   :  I  would hope to die  :  I  would put a message in a 
bot t le and send it  out to sea :  I  would get back on t he horse :  I  would look back at  t he 
pavement and t ut  :I  would stop what I  was doing ,  I  would leave a l l  my t hings where 
t hey are and walk ca lmly but quick ly to t he nearest ex it   :  I  would sit  near t he end of 
t he row and t r y and get out before t he end  :  I  would stop,  drop and rol l   :  I  would 
fol low t he i l luminated st r ips to t he back of  t he plane :  I  would count one Mississippi , 
t wo Mississippi ,  t hree Mississippi and pul l  t he parachute cord  :  I  would go on 
telev ision in a l ive pol ice conference.  I  would be holding back t he tears and look ing 
st raight into t he camera, ask ing t hem not to har m my chi ld  
:  I  would w r ite a let ter to my MP: I  would make sure t he 
doors were locked  :  I would r ing a l l  my f r iends and 
tel l  t hem st raight away  :  I  would put dow n t he 
phone and I would get out ,  I  would just get 
out  :  I  would f ind a pub  :  I  would f ind a pub 
and f ind out what was happening on Sk y 
News :  I  would f ind a pub because pubs are t he 
safest place  :  I would r un and I  wouldn’t  look 
back ,  I  would keep r unning  :  I  would r un t hrough a 
r iver so t hat t hey would loose my scent  :  I  would 
pretend not to be able to speak English  :  I  would r un 
and I  would look back and I would keep r unning unt i l  I  fel l  over  : 
I  would t ake t he money and r un  : I  would r un away  :  I  would r un away 
and join a t ravel l ing c ircus  :  I would pack my bags and I  would get 
out  :  I  would f ind t he nearest pol iceman  :  I  would ask for 
direc t ions  :  I  would t a lk about t he weat her  :  I  would avoid t a lk ing 
about pol it ics or rel ig ion :  I would f ind a pr iest and ask him to 
per for m an excorsism  :  I  would buy a dr ink for ever yone at t he 
bar  :  I  would deny it   :  I  would l ie  : I  would l ie dow n  :  I  would assume 
t he brace posit ion  :  I  would shout ‘ f ire,  f ire’  as loud as I  could  :  I  would r ing 999  :  I  would shout ‘ help,  help,  help’ 
:  I  would r un for higher g round  :  I  would keep ly ing and ly ing  :  I  would st ay as quiet as I  could  :  I  would r ule myself  out as t he 
nex t England manager  :  I  would bite my l ip  :  I  would laugh :  I  would t r y to make you laugh  :  I  would t r y and st ay awake :  I 
would l ight a f ire  :  I  would col lec t t he f ire wood and l ight my last  match  :  I  would go to Newcast le  :  I  would get on t he nex t 
f l ight  :  I  would cross my f ingers  :  I  would hope for t he best  :  I  would leave you a message :  I  would ret race my steps  :  I  would 
st and up for myself   :  I  would reser ve my r ight to si lence  :  I  would cl imb up onto t he roof  :  I  would smile and nod  :  I  would go 

out and get bladdered : I would drink so much that I couldn’t stand up  : I would have a stiff drink  : I would make a cup of sweet 
tea  : I would try and remember every detail : I would look you in the eye  : I would tell the truth  : I would confess  : I would 
say sorry  : I would let the women and children go first  : I would jump in the car and drive to Mexico  : I would invite you round 
for tea  : I would make a speech  : I would say ‘do not fear we come in peace’ : I would say ‘take me to your leader’ : I would 
dance :  I’d pull the chairs back and make room and I’d dance and I’d make you dance with me  : I would cry like a girl  : I would 
have another drink  : I would think it through  : I would think about it long and hard  : I would keep my hands busy  : I would 
think about it every waking hour  : I would wait until the end  : I would bring it back 
to the shop  : I would get a refund and I wouldn’t get palmed off with a credit note  : 
I would try my hardest  : I would keep going, I’d just fucking keep going and I wouldn’t 
look back  : I’d offer you my seat  : I would try and do some kind of sexy look at you  
: I would wish the ground would swallow me up  : I would ask you to dance  : I would 
sing all the words to ‘lady in red’  : I would stand up and take it like a man : I would 
make a signal fire  : I would send a message in morse code : I would try and work out 
what was going on  : I would try and find the shortest way home  : I would 
make excuses, I would make excuses and I would leave  : I 
would get a tattoo  : I would listen to Radiohead for hours 
on end  : I would watch documentaries about Kylie Minogue  
: I would find an excuse too talk to you  : I would retreat  
: I would back off  : I would give you space  : I would wait  : I 
would go over there and I would fuck him up  : I’d hide my 
face  : I would send a message in a bottle  : I would get really 
annoyed and storm off  : I would give it a rest  : I would give you 
a break  : I would get in the car and I would drive through the 
desert and it wouldn’t matter and I’d drive off the cliff  : I would 
write until my pen ran out  : I would sing along at the top of my 
voice  : I would get to the bus station and get on the nearest 
National Express coach : I would go away empty handed  : I would 
close the door  : I would wait till it was to late  : I would just 
walk off and say nothing  : I would try and make you proud  : I 
would run out of things to say  : I would try and make you hate 
me  : I would plead ignorance  : I would put it down to 
experience  : I would say I was new in town  : I would say 
something clever  : I would say something like ‘I think he 
got the point’  : I would try to get your attention  : I wouldn’t 
pull my punches : I would ring my mum and I would tell 
her  : I’d give you the thumbs up  : I would tell you go on 
without me  : I would write my number on your arm in 
lipstick : I would think about the old days  : I would 
remember the good times  : I would make sure someone 
knew where I was  : I would put my feet up  : I would kick 
back and relax  : I would call in sick  : I would look left, 
look right and look left again  : I would sit up straight  : I 
would try to look interested  : I would lie to myself  : I 
would look at my watch  : I would find something else 
to do  : I would pour myself another drink  : I would 
dye my hair  : I would say it wasn’t me  : I would find 
someone else who liked Norweigan trip hop  : I would roll down the windows and open the doors  : I 
would look you in the eye and say it wasn’t me : I would put em up  : I would laugh in the face of 
danger  : I would laugh in your face  : I would lie awake thinking about it  : I’d make a plan  : I would 
wish I could be a better person  : I would wish I could have fitted more in : I would fantasise about 
a better life, one full of exercise, regular movements, fitting clothes, paid bills, washed dishes and 
hovered floors : I’d wish I had super-powers  : I would run a mile  : I would dissapear in a crowd : I 
wouldthink what would Jesus do? : I would think what would MacGyver do? : I would think what would 
Bruce Willis do? :  I would dream of far away lands : I would stay in bed : I would keep both hands on the 
wheel : I would stay well back  : I would go faster  : I would use the two second rule : I would stop on 
the hard shoulder : I would move to higher ground : I would count the days : I would think of the 
good times  : I would think of the old days  : I would give you an evil look: I would slam the door: I would 
raise my voice : I would turn the other cheek : I would pace the room : I would shuffle nervously : I would 
pretend I was deep in conversation : I would pretend I was on the phone : I would lock all the doors: I would look over 
my shoulder : I would shut myself in  : I would scream ‘NOOOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooooooooooo’ : I would prepare for 
the worst : I would turn the lights out  : I would hide under the bed : I would hold my breath  : I would check, double check 
and triple check  : I would dream the impossible dream: I would say  But what about the kids? : I would go for a walk  : I 
would get my head straight  : I would run to you  : I would break the window : I would annoy you until you left  : I would 
break your spirit  : I would kiss you goodbye  : I would watch  : I would paint the town red  : I would see you off : I would 
grit my teeth : I would blame the one armed man  : I would wag my finger at you : I would fight the power  : I would give 
it some  : I would stop the clock  : I would pretend I was asleep  : I would pretend I was dead : I would grin and bear it : I 
would go the whole hog:   : I would give it all I’ve got : I would give way  : I would carry on because I am always right : I would 
wave  : I would accelerate to get away quickly : I would put my hands over your eyes : I would close my eyes for a few seconds : 
I would be patient and wait : I would sound my horn : I would drive on : I would give an arm signal : I would stop as soon as 
possible : I would shout instructions : I would stay away from rivers and streams  : I would hold out my open palms  : I would 
back away from the monkeys without showing fear.  : I would try not to make eye contact or smile with my teeth showing : I 
would be friendly : I would try and explain the problem : I would hope for the best and walk away : I would ignore it : I would 
lie low : I would try to remember what the book said : I would keep left : I would turn myself in : I would fake my death : I would 
sell my story : I would take my time : I would try not to panic :  I would remember the gloden rule : I would cut the red wire : I 
would try the old cowboy trick of glancing over your shoulder : I would give it a year and then decide : I would find a hole in the 
fence : I would discontinue use if I experiened the side effects : I would wash my hands with warm soapy water : I would rest : 
I would drink plenty of fluids

 from DRY RUN part 1: You are a workaholic with no time for love

DRY RUN SERIES

DRY RUN is an umbrella name for a series of ongoing investigations into working out the 
right thing to do in a situation of emergency. This series will include durational performances, 
videos, bookworks, and performative installations.

For a long time, LOW PROFILE have been looking in all the ‘wrong’ places for ways to survive 
their daily lives. We have been wondering how we can rehearse for life – trying to pre-empt 
and prepare for things that we will and won’t experience.

We have set ourselves the challenge to ‘be prepared’. 

With no parameters or edges to this thing called preparedness, we find ourselves imagining 
all the various (multiple and interchangeable) scenarios that we may be faced with, whilst 
trying to work out the ‘right’ thing to do to ‘survive’ each situation. 

LOW PROFILE’s research is concerned with the timely and persistent themes of survival and 
preparedness, alongside the perceived need for protection from others, the unknown and 
ourselves. The DRY RUN series seeks to play with the shifts in scale of events like emergencies 
- the emergency of the lost keys or the emergency of a broken heart to the emergency of the 
crashing aircraft or the emergency of the world falling apart.

Each of our tasks in the DRY RUN series sees us examine the process of learning about survival 
and preparedness in a safe environment – appropriating often over used, over familiar and 
over played sources in an attempt to reclaim elements that might otherwise be dismissed as 
trivial, over the top, far-fetched, unlikely, incredible or absurd.


